
Dear family and friends,
The past few months have flown by. Things have been busy in the air, at the airport, 
and also at home. Amid all this activity, we realize how valuable it is to be able to do 
this work and how special it is that you have supported us for such a long time.. 
In this newsletter, we would love to share with you some stories and moments that 
have touched us personally. Enjoy reading, and warm regards!
Wim & Marlies en Yenthe

Hope in Karamoja: God’s Word behind Bars
Many of my daily flights are special…flying missionaries to remote villages, 
doctors and nurses to hospitals, aid workers to refugee camps, and 
development workers to South Sudan. But sometimes you realize how 
much impact a single flight can have. Recently, I flew a team from Youth 
With A Mission to Moroto, an hour’s flight over one of the poorest and 
most remote areas in the world. On board were 200 Bibles for prisoners 
(and their guards). One of the prisoners, Isaac, is serving a life sentence for 
an armed robbery. He gratefully received a Bible and whispered: “I thank 
God for the gift of a Bible, because we have longed so much for the Word.”
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“Missions is not a matter of a special calling for some, but a matter of asking God for His direction in HIS mission.”
- Patrick Johnstone -

For him, this Bible means new strength and direction in a place where 
despair is close at hand. His words stayed with me: “Longing for the 
Word…” During the return flight, high above the clouds, I reflected.. 
Two hundred Bibles means two hundred people who are now able to 
read God’s Word in their own language. Two hundred lives into which 
hope and truth can enter, right in a place where outlook is often 
absent. That makes such a flight not just special, but truly precious. It 
also made me pause to think about our own lives. We do have 
unlimited access to the Bible. How often do we use that freedom to 
read God’s Word and to get to know Him better?
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Thanks for:
- Finding accommodation during our

home assignment
- Good health
- Relatively peaceful elections

Pray for:
- The prisoners and guards in Moroto .. that God’s Word  

will transform their hearts.
- Strength and energy in this busy period

Work ahead… or better: on the runway

Our airfield in Kajjansi is being completely renovated. Due to the rising water 
levels of Lake Victoria, the runway has been flooded on several occasions in 
recent years. At times, this has made flying from Kajjansi impossible. That’s why 
the runway is now being raised by one meter…a big project requiring about 
50,000 m³ of soil transported by trucks! In addition, a new, reinforced surface 
layer is being added so that even our amphibious aircraft can land safely. The 
project will take five months, and in the meantime we are flying our passengers 
out of Entebbe. This makes our flying days about 1.5 hours longer, but we hope 
this will be a worthwhile improvement in the long run.

Family, Health, and Everyday Life 

We are thankful to be healthy (although Wim has quite a cold while writing this 
newsletter). After several busy months, we feel rather tired. Yenthe is doing well 
at school; she studies diligently in the evenings and achieves good results. 
Alongside her schoolwork, she has enjoyed spending time with her cat, Tiger. 
Two and a half years ago, she found her on the street as a tiny kitten and has 
taken great care of her ever since. Tiger truly became her companion, giving her 
comfort when she wasn’t feeling well and waiting each day to greet her when she 
came home from school. Recently, Yenthe discovered her lying dead near the 
swamp. It was a sad experience for Yenthe, and since then it has felt much 
quieter around the house.

Marlies started a new school year with the Somali children in February. She now teaches about 30 children in math, 
language, and Bible lessons, which she really enjoys. It’s wonderful to see how these children, who often have very 
few opportunities, are now receiving education and God’s message. Earlier this year, elections were held in Uganda. 
Thankfully, things remained relatively calm, although the internet was completely shut down for several days. That 
took some getting used to: no news, no contact with colleagues, no looking up recipes or weather forecasts. President 
Museveni was re-elected and remains in power after 40 years.

Summer in the Netherlands: Time to Connect

We are looking forward to our time of furlough in the Netherlands this summer. Over 
two months, we hope to meet family and friends and enjoy some vacation time. We are 
thankful for the housing in Gorinchem that has been offered to us, which is conveniently 
located for our needs. On Saturday, June 20th, we plan to hold another Get-Together at 
the building of VBG Papendrecht. It is always special to see so many of you there, to look 
back together on our work in Uganda and to look ahead as well. More details will follow 
later, but please mark the date in your calendar. We also want to use this furlough to 
speak in churches and associations about the work of MAF and our life in Uganda. If you 
would like to invite us for a presentation or a meeting, we would be glad to hear from 
you soon.

From our support team: Over the years, many of you have faithfully supported Wim and Marlies. 
We are, of course, very grateful! However, the costs of being sent out continue to rise each year due to 
inflation and increasing expenses, while donations do not automatically increase. If you would like to be part of 
Wim and Marlies’ work by becoming a sponsor, or if you are able to slightly increase your regular contribution, 
that would be greatly appreciated! For new donations, please use the QR code to the right. 
If you would like to adjust your current support amount, you can do so via adres@maf.nl. Many thanks!

The purpose of this newsletter is to keep you informed about the experiences of the Hobo family. The distribution of the 
newsletters is processed by their Support Team, working together with MAF Netherlands. In case you would like to receive the 

newsletter or support Wim & Marlies financially, you can sign up on the website www.maf.nl
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