October

“Live as if Jesus was crucified yesterday, rose from the dead today, and is returning tomorrow.”

— Martin Luther-

Dear family and friends,

. Here’s another update from Uganda. Wim is busy flying, Marlies is active in her
ministry among Somali children, and Yenthe is studying hard now that she’s in high
school. Apart from some hassle around the house with drainage, sewage, and so on,
which has taken quite a bit of energy lately, things are moving along here.

Enjoy reading, and warm greetings from Wim, Marlies, and Yenthe!

A new church, a new home.

Since our move earlier this year, we’ve been prayerfully searching for a church
closer to home. The international church in Kampala that we used to attend is
now quite a bit further away. We’ve joined a small church community near Lake
Victoria, made up mostly of Ugandan people. The services take place under a
simple grass roof, with plastic chairs set in the sand. During the gatherings,
chickens, geese, and occasionally a sheep wander among the people. Children
play with stones on the ground, and the atmosphere is warm and relaxed. We've
been warmly welcomed and have already built some beautiful relationships with
several members of the congregation.

What speaks to us most about this church is its vision: equipping local

, l believers to share the Gospel themselves, even in places where it’s difficult.
2 S One of the members works as a missionary in Somalia, and a couple from
the congregation has been sent to a remote village in northern Uganda.
Their stories inspire us and remind us that being part of a church isn’t just
about receiving, but about giving and sending.
Marlies and Yenthe have started a Bible program for the youngest children,
and Wim helps every Sunday with setting up the sound system and
managing the audio during the service, making sure the worship team and
speakers are clearly heard. We feel grateful to be part of a community that’s
not only close to home, but also truly fits us...a place where we can give and
receive, grow and serve.
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For more information and contact details -> WWWVLIEGENVOORLE VEN. NL

children who grow up in cultures different from thelr passport country.

There were about 60 kids from all over Uganda. It was really fun to meet other

teens and spend time together. As TCKs, you often understand each other better,

because you go through similar experiences.

What | find beautiful and special about being a TCK is that you get to learn so

much from different cultures and their traditions. The hard part is having to say

goodbye often, because people are always coming and going.

We spent our time doing fun activities like swimming in Lake Victoria and hiking to

a nearby waterfall. In the evenings, we sometimes had a campfire, and every day

we had a moment to pray together and listen to someone share their testimony.
Greetings, Yenthe

The co-pilot seat
Not long ago, | flew a route with several stops through central and northwestern
Uganda. At my second stop, a young Ugandan man boarded and politely asked if
he could sit in the front. | hesitated for a moment (on busy days | usually keep that
seat free) but decided to let him. His face lit up. | helped him with the seatbelt,
handed him a headset, and we took off toward Kajjansi. During the flight, he

; shared his story. His name was Bruno. He grew up in poverty, surrounded by

{ alcohol abuse. At a very young age, he became addicted himself. Until one day, his
uncle told him about Jesus. That moment brought hope and a deep desire to reach
other children living in similar circumstances. Bruno began preaching, worked in

B an orphanage, saved from his small income, and even took out loans to make

| evangelism possible.

Today, he leads a team with Jesus Alive Ministries, traveling across northern
Uganda. Every month, they reach thousands of children in schools with the
Gospel. He shared how his personal story often opens doors that would otherwise
remain closed.

They also visit prisons, and in some of them, they’ve installed TVs
with Bible teaching and discipleship content. Even without a
preacher present, the message continues. Inmates gather around
the screen and often break down in tears as they hear about grace
for the first time. Bruno shared a story from a recent school visit.
After the preaching and singing, a boy in torn clothes came up to
him and quietly whispered, “We’re Muslim at home... but | see that
your God is loving. | want to follow Jesus.” They prayed together.
Bruno gave him a Bible, and the boy looked up and said, “I want to
become an evangelist, just like you!” | looked over at Bruno, sitting
quietly and joyfully in the co-pilot seat, and | thanked God. For the
flight and for the privilege of being part of something eternal.

Thankful for: Pray for
- Finding a new church community - For the Somali children, that seeds of the Gospel
- Health and safe flights may be planted in their hearts
ﬁ - Family, friends, and others who continue - For TCKs around the world, who often gain rich life
to support us experience, but may also struggle with identity,

- People like Bruno, who are reaching belonging, and feeling truly understood.
thousands of young people and prisoners - For enough energy and healthy ways to rest and
with the Good News recharge

From the Support Team: Dear friends and supporters, over the past years, you’ve faithfully
supported Wim and Marlies and we’re truly grateful for that! However, deployment costs
continue to rise each year, while donations often remain fixed and don’t automatically adjust.
If you’re in a position to increase your support even slightly, it would be deeply appreciated!

The purpose of this newsletter is to keep you informed about the experiences of the Hobo family. The distribution of the
newsletters is processed by their Support Team, working together with MAF Netherlands. In case you would like to receive the
newsletter or support Wim & Marlies financially, you can sign up on the website www.maf.n/
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